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In preparing the final chapter of a dissertation and thesis, it is important to reflect on what your 

study means.  Establish a clear purpose for the chapter as you organize the interpretation, 

discussion, and conclusions of the study.  This is your opportunity to articulate your 

contributions to original scholarship, and to express what you think you found that is important 

and why.   

 

Here are a few guidelines (Melville, 2009): 

 

1.   Before writing, assess the significance of the findings.  List your findings with the strongest 

ones first.  If you are using a theoretical framework or set of principles, organize what you found 

according to these concepts.   

 

2.   If you had to present your findings to the authors you cited throughout the literature review, 

why should they pay attention to what you discovered?  How do your findings add to, modify, or 

challenge existing research on your topic? 

 

3.   Clearly state your claims, be sure each claim is based on specific findings, and explain the 

reason why the claims are made.  

 

4.   A second section in the discussion chapter addresses and explores implications for practice. 

For the sake of clarity, create separate sections for implications that involve research, 

professional practice, or policy.  

 

5.  When preparing the conclusion section, imagine giving a brief talk to your colleagues.  Based 

on your findings, what are three meaningful conclusions you can share with them? 
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